‘Putting children first'
www.Portesham.dorset.sch.uk

Spring Term 2022 Second Half

CHANGE TO DATES

Tuesday 8th March 2022
From the Interim Executive
Board
(IEB)
Autumn
Term

Starts Thursday 5th September 2019

Lasthave
weekbeen
Vicky very
Prior our
Head Teacher
was able
to share
withfunding
you the from
good news
that the Regional
Schools
We
fortunate
to receive
some
capital
the Diocese
to undertake
Commissioner for the South West has approved the First Federation Multi-Academy Trust as a sponsor for Portesham
significant work within the school building over the summer holiday. I have shared previously
School, a decision that all of us at the School welcome with excitement. One of the tasks given to the Interim
that both sets of pupil toilets are being refurbished however additional funds and work has now
Executive Board when it was set up at Portesham was to examine how well the support and development for the
alsooffered
been agreed.
will matched
be extensive
remodelling
of the
Foundation
Stage
Unit aspace
School
by the FirstThere
federation
the needs
of the School.
What
we found was
virtually
perfectand
fit. The
also
significant
changes
to
Class
1
and
the
adjoining
Playclub
Room.
In
addition
to
this,
the
First Federation is composed entirely of primary schools, some church schools and some similar in size to
classrooms
corridor
in Key
are also having
a make-over.
Portesham.
Theand
Trust
understands
theStage
unique2relationship
that a rural
school has with its local community and there
is a determination to preserve the individual characteristics of each member school while at the same time using the
combined expertise and resources of the Trust to maintain and extend educational excellence and to nurture the
School. There will be much to do duringFoundation
the next few months
as the School
Stage
Unit moves into management alignment with
the Trust but we will make sure that none of the preparations disturb day-to-day routines at the School and the
ongoingEarly
education
children. with access to the remodelled
We are creating a completely bespoke
Yearsof the
environment
toilet

facilities. We are removing an internal wall to open up the space, laying new flooring

We will keep you regularly informed of the progress with preparations for entry into the Trust. Please do not hesitate to
throughout and installing an additional external door to allow direct access to the fantastic new
contact the school if you have any questions.
outside space that has been created outside the classroom.

Kind regards
Barbara Southcott
Chair, Interim Executive Board

Class 1 and Playclub Room
Class 1 is being enlarged by the wall between the Playclub Room and the classroom being
removed. The old door into Class 1 will be blocked up and the door into the main corridor will
become the main access to the room. The additional space will enable Class 1 to have access to
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World Book Day 2022

The ‘Book In A Jar’ submissions were amazing. Can you guess these?

Key Stage 2 Corridor and Classrooms
The corridor that leads down to Key Stage 2, the space between the two classrooms and the
two classrooms themselves are all being re-carpeted and the two classrooms are being
redecorated.

School Improvement Update.
Following the OFSTED monitoring visit last half term, the visit findings have now been published. The full letter and findings
are attached to this Newsletter.
The headlines are that having considered the evidence the HMI (Her Majesty’s Inspector), is of the opinion that at this time:


Leaders and those responsible for governance are taking effective action towards the removal of special
measures



The local authority’s statement of action is fit for purpose.



The school’s action plans are fit for purpose.

Staff and the IEB are now working together to continue to drive improvement in the identified areas and prepare for the transition into the First Federation family of schools.

Extra-Curricular Clubs.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the virtual Open Forum and has been in touch with suggestions, ideas and
offers of support. I am now working in school to put together the offer for the summer term.
A sign-up sheet and letter will come out shortly, which you will be able to use to sign children up for the clubs on offer.

There will be another Open Forum meeting next term to plan clubs for the autumn term.

Key Stage 2 Residential Trip to Hooke Court.
This week, the children in Key Stage 2, will be bringing home a letter about our residential trip to Hooke Court. This trip has
been cancelled and rearranged 4 times since the beginning of the pandemic in Feb 2020! It is very exciting to be in a position
to go ahead with the trip this academic year.
We have only be able to secure a weekend slot this year, (it will normally be within a school week)
Friday 17th June 2022—Sunday 19th June 2022
Please keep an eye out for the letter and return the slip as soon as possible, Hooke Court are keen to know numbers.
Mrs Prior is the trip leader—please get in touch with any questions.
(We know that some families have already signed up and paid deposits—please complete the new permission slip and we will
match it up with any payments already made.)

Wednesday 9th March
Parent Consultations
Face-to-face
Details on front page
Please contact Class Teacher Vis TEAMS
To book a slot.
Easter.
Friday 8th April 1.30—Easter Assembly
(Planned to be held in school hall)
Monday 11 April—Friday 22 April
Easter Holiday

Monday 30th May—Friday 3 June
Half Term
Monday 6th June INSET Day
School Closed
Friday 22 July 2022
Last day of Summer Term.

Safeguarding at Portesham
Safeguarding at Portesham is ‘everyone’s responsibility, every day’
Portesham Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to
share this commitment.
We have a number of policies and procedures in place that contribute to our safeguarding commitment, including our Child Protection
Policy which can be viewed on our website.
Sometimes we may need to share information and work in partnership with other agencies when there are concerns about a child's
welfare. We will ensure that our concerns about our pupils are discussed with parents/carers first, unless we have reason to believe that
such a move would be contrary to the child's welfare.
Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Vicky Prior (Headteacher). Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Michelle Brignell
(Acting Deputy Headteacher).The Governor with responsibility for safeguarding in our school is Joanna Moss.

