‘Putting children first'

Friday 20th March 2020

www.Portesham.dorset.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,
Key Stage 2 visit to Outdoor Adventure, Widemouth Bay, Cornwall
As previously shared,
schools have been directed to close today and remain closed until further notice
Friday June 16th – Monday June 19th 2017
except for children of key workers and vulnerable children, as part of the country’s ongoing response
20th October 2016
Dear
Parent
to COVID-19 (coronavirus).
The annual Key Stage 2 residential trip is a fantastic opportunity for children to try new things,
Previous trips have
been an outstanding success and were thoroughly enjoyed by all the children and the staff!
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educationalThis academic year we will be returning to the Outdoor Adventure Centre, Widemouth Bay, Cornwall
for a three night stay. We will have sole occupancy of the centre and will have 6 activity sessions
provision
across the weekend.

I haveThe
highlighted
key points
below -Centre
Outdoor some
Adventure
Residential

is staffed by qualified personnel and is used by many
schools. The group will be sleeping in the main residential building in dormitories of various sizes.
Children will take part in a variety of activities, all of which are led and supervised by qualified adults.
GOVERNMENT
GUIDANCE
- to the centre.
We will travel
by coach
Activities may include: surfing - bodyboarding - kayaking - Canadian canoeing - climbing The government
is asking “parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked
abseiling - archery - coastal walking - coastal traversing - orienteering - problem-solving teambuilding challenges.

schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend.”
The cost of the trip this year will be £225 per child.
includes
to and
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and all the activities.
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event of over subscription, places will be allocated in the order Year 6, 5, 4, 3.
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“Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in health and social
Kind regards
care and in other key sectors outlined below (in the above linked document).
Mr Chris Brown

Headteacher: Mrs VPrior
Winters Close: Portesham: Weymouth: DT3 4HP
Telephone/ Fax: 01305 871283
General enquiries Email : office@portesham.dorset.sch.uk

may be able to ensure their child is kept at
home. And every child who can be safely cared for at home should be.”
Many parents working in these sectors

“Please, therefore, follow these key principles:








If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.
If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then
educational provision will be available for them.
Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social
distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying
conditions.
Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way
which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing
principles as adults.
Residential special schools, boarding schools and special settings continue to care for children
wherever possible.

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors listed below
(in the above linked document), and you cannot keep your child safe at home then your children will
be prioritised for education provision.”
Further advice and guidance for parents and carers is available here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-forparents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#criticalworkers
PORTESHAM C OF E VA PRIMARY SCHOOL’S RESPONSE These are exponential times and in such times we will do everything we can to stand together with
our community. To this end, our School and kitchen WILL REMAIN OPEN AND DELIVER PROVISION
FOR THE CHILDREN OF KEY WORKERS who have NO OTHER OPTIONS OPEN TO THEM.
We commit to sustaining this provision for as long as required, Monday to Friday including through
the upcoming Easter Holidays. We will do everything we can to help this national effort.
If you are a key worker and require the use our provision, please contact me URGENTLY via email,
directly at – vprior@portesham.dorset.sch.uk. Anyone with questions, should email me directly atvprior@portesham.dorset.sch.uk
Please be assured that everybody in school is doing everything we can to sustain provision for as
long as we can. As ever, we hope that you all stay well and safe, keep in touch.
Kind regards,
Mrs Vicky Prior and Clive Burgess MBE
Headteacher

Chair of Governors

