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CHANGE TO DATES

We have been very fortunate to receive some capital funding from the Diocese to undertake
significant work within the school building over the summer holiday. I have shared previously
that both sets of pupil toilets are being refurbished however additional funds and work has now
also been agreed. There will be extensive remodelling of the Foundation Stage Unit space and
also significant changes to Class 1 and the adjoining Playclub Room. In addition to this, the
classrooms and corridor in Key Stage 2 are also having a make-over.

We are creating a completely bespoke Early Years environment with access to the remodelled
toilet facilities. We are removing an internal wall to open up the space, laying new flooring
throughout and installing an additional external door to allow direct access to the fantastic new
outside space that has been created outside the classroom.

Class 1 is being enlarged by the wall between the Playclub Room and the classroom being
removed. The old door into Class 1 will be blocked up and the door into the main corridor will
become the main access to the room. The additional space will enable Class 1 to have access to
a larger Book Corner, a role play area and much more learning space. Playclub will still use a
portion of the room after school.

The corridor that leads down to Key Stage 2, the space between the two classrooms and the
two classrooms themselves are all being re-carpeted and the two classrooms are being
redecorated.

So, as you can see, the school will be a hive of activity for the whole of the Summer holidays.
The work schedule covers the full six week break. The Governors and I want the impact of the
works to be positive for everybody and have therefore decided to add an additional INSET
day at the start of term and a 1 day unavoidable closure. This means that school will
reopen on Thursday 5th September 2019. Access to the school building will be very limited
over the Summer holiday and we will be storing everything from the four classrooms and the
Playclub room in the school hall. There will be a lot of work to be done once the building is
available to us on the 1st September. We are making plans to ensure that we are able to clear
the classrooms before the works and then move back into the new spaces after the works are
completed. We are hoping to create a team of volunteers to work alongside staff for both
these activities – please see details below. The funding that we have been allocated is a
significant capital investment that was not originally headed in our direction. We are delighted
that we have been given the opportunity to make the scale of improvements that these works
offer our children, it is a one off that we are grabbing with both hands. We fully understand
the challenges that the change in term start date may create for some families and the
decision was not taken lightly. We ask for your support and hope that once you see the fruits
of the work after the Summer holiday you will judge it all to be worthwhile.

Friday 19th July

Monday 2nd
Tuesday 3rd
Wednesday 4th
September
2019

The whole school is invited to an end of term family
picnic from 10.30am. Some staff will be deployed
to lead games for parents and children to enjoy. A
picnic lunch will be served on the field for those
who have booked a hot meal, bring your own picnic
if not. Children can be collected or taken home
from 1.00pm onwards.
We will be moving everything from the
School Hall back into its newly decorated
Meanwhile…
or refurbished space.
Indoors, we will be clearing the whole of Key Stage
2, the Foundation Stage Unit classroom, Class 1 the
shared space between the two and the Playclub
room. Everything is being stored in the School Hall.

We will need volunteers who are happy to
carry, push, load, unload and organise –
please let Mrs Whitehead know if you are
available.

We will need parent helpers for both the picnic and
School will re-open Thursday 5th
clearing – please let Mrs Whitehead know if you are
September 2019 – look forward to seeing
available.
you.

CLASSES FOR SEPTEMBER 2019
This July Portesham will be saying goodbye to a number of
team members:
Mrs Amanda Covil-Crawford - TA

Miss Robinson - Foundation Stage Unit
Mrs Brignell - Class 1 (Years 1 and 2)
Miss Pearce - Class 2 (Years 3 and 4)
Miss Whisker - Class 3 (Years 5 and 6)

Mrs Emma Nicholson - TA (1:1)
E

Ms Sharon Chapman - Temporary Teacher

Mr Franklyn Clarke - Sports Coach

Tia Pickering - Student

Breakfast Club is changing for the better!
It’s all about being active and it’s cheaper
too! Miss McNamee will be running the following session: -

7.30am - 8.35am

The charge per session (or for part of the
session) is £2.00 per child and is open to
Year 1 up to Year 6. Whilst we won’t be
offering a breakfast option, children are
Whilst we are very sad to be saying goodbye to so many valued welcome to bring a piece of fruit to munch
colleagues, we wish them lots of luck with varied and exciting before going into class. There will be juice
futures.
and water available.

We look forward to welcoming Gabrielle (Gabby) McNamee in
September to Portesham. Miss McNamee is currently a
Sports Development Apprentice working on Dorset Council’s
Action van.
Miss McNamee has a wealth of experience
working with children of all ages and ability. She will be
running Rise ‘n’ Shine every morning and will taking on the
leadership of active playtimes.

After School Club remains the same. Whilst
Miss Heidi Covil-Crawford is unwell, playclub
will be staffed by Mrs Frowd who works in
school already as a 1:1 Teaching Assistant.
This means that the children know her and
she knows the school systems. We look
forward to seeing Miss Covil-Crawford in
school soon.

TRANSITION DAY
Tuesday 9th July - new Reception starters will be in and Year 6 will be out.
Wednesday 10th July - Current Year 1 - Year 5 in new classes with new teachers.

Thank you to everyone who attended the Portesham Village Fete on 29th June. The event was a
enormous success and the school stalls raised £367.00 to put towards the school refurbishment
works over the Summer.
A highlight of the event was the fancy dress parade. Children processed in their costumes made
from recycled materials. Thank you to the parents who contributed junk and offered their
creative support during the making process. The children had a fabulous time and the costumes
were amazing.

A helping hand
A huge thank you to Bryony, Alexander, Carol and their family and friends for the amazing
work they have done to the space outside Early Years Foundation classroom. The children love
their new mud kitchen and the space is getting lots of use. We are very fortunate to have
people who are generous with their skills and time that means even though funding is tight, our
children are still getting beautiful new resources to support their learning and play.

A Winters Close Plea…
We know that parking is tricky but we want to be good neighbours. Some Winters Close
residents are finding it very stressful if their driveway is blocked by parents at either drop
off or pick up time. Whilst it may be only 10 minutes for you as parents, it can cause real
anxiety for the residents, some of whom are elderly. Car share when you can, park elsewhere
and walk up or walk in if you can. Anything you can do to help would be very much appreciated.

Sports day 2019 - 18th july 2019
The school site will be shut up on Sports Day as all the
staff will be at the beach. If no children are using the
school busses we will cancel them.
If you cannot get your child to the beach or will not be
attending Sports Day, please complete and return the
form below, otherwise we will see you there!
—
--------------------------------------------------------------

Sports Day - Transport
I cannot get my child to Weymouth Beach on Sports Day.
Child’s Name: _____________________________
Parent’s Signature: _________________________
Date:____________________________________

